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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN

e are currently in the midst of a deep economic crisis. The impact of this recession is real. People across the world
are feeling the cold chill of the economic meltdown. Yet, in these difficult times, the ones hardest hit are the poor, 
and children in particular are the most vulnerable. For while we have the choice about what to cut back as we tighten
our belts, people living on as little as $1 a day have few options. For them, cutting back means choosing which family
members to feed, or quite simply, going without food. That is why at World Vision, we remain as committed as ever
to meeting the needs of poor children and their families, even as we deal with the current economic challenges.

I am pleased to report that notwithstanding such troubling moments, we continue to receive good and steady support 
from thousands of generous donors and that have allowed us to continue the critical ministry of serving the poor.

In FY2008, World Vision Singapore received S$10.3 million in donations. During the year, we helped more than 1.4
million people in 16 Area Development Programmes (ADPs) in Bangladesh, Cambodia, China, Ethiopia, India, Indonesia, 
Laos, Lesotho (South Africa), Mongolia, Myanmar, Philippines, Sri Lanka, Thailand and Vietnam. I am particularly
delighted that two of our ADPs     the Cipinang Melayu ADP in Indonesia and the Tiandong ADP in China – have
successfully completed their development cycles and are now self-sustaining.

World Vision Singapore started supporting the Tiandong ADP in Guangxi, China, in 2001. By the end of project, over
25,000 people from 15 villages across five townships have received assistance in health, food security, education and
community capacity building. The Cipinang Melayu ADP, located in east Jakarta, Makasar, was started in 1997 and after
11 years, nearly 39,000 people are now self reliant with greater access to education, healthcare, increased household 
income, food security, and stronger leadership capabilities.

On 2 May 2008, Cyclone Nargis hit Myanmar, sweeping two states and ravaging seven townships in the Ayeyarwady 
region. Thousands of lives were lost and many more were left homeless. Generous Singaporeans contributed
US$750,000 to the relief and rehabilitation efforts. Through the various assistance provided by the World Vision,
more than 347,000 people in Myanmar received help.Even as we raced against time to provide relief to the Nargis
victims, a powerful 7.8 magnitude earthquake struck China’s Wenchuan County in north Sichuan on 12 May 2008.
World Vision again responded by distributing food and shelter materials to the affected areas. Over 700,000 people
received immediate help and a long-term relief and rehabilitation plan that will benefit 1.1 million people in the next
two years was implemented. In this instance, World Vision Singapore received US$180,000 to the relief and rehabilita-
tion work in Sichuan.

During the year, World Vision Singapore supported 13 Street Children Centres located in Cambodia, China, Ethiopia,
Laos, Mongolia, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, Thailand, and Pakistan. Everyday, millions of innocent children around the
world suffer from abandonment, abuse, slavery, child labor, drugs and other exploitations. World Vision rescues these
vulnerable children by putting them in Street Children Centres, providing them with shelter and protection, and
ensuring that they receive the basic needs of life, including health care, education and decent job opportunities. 

Looking forward to FY2009, all of us at World Vision Singapore will be redoubling our efforts to ensure that the
children, families and communities whom we serve will continue to receive the help they so urgently need. I am
honoured to share this journey with you as we walk alongside the poor, helping them to alleviate the bonds of poverty
and transforming their lives and livelihood so that they, too, will have the opportunities to enjoy life in all its fullness.

Dr Andrew Goh
Chairman, Advisory Council
World Vision International - Singapore
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October to December 2007 

ONE LIFE EXPERIENCE ON HIV/AIDS 
Launched on World AIDS Day on December 1, 2007, the One Life 
Experience (OLE) was a 140-square-metre exhibition that allowed 
visitors to literally “walk through” the life of a person affected by 
HIV/AIDS.

OLE was a first-of-its-kind event for Singapore and was open to the 
public in various locations at Woodlands Civic Centre, Toa Payoh 
HDB Hub, National Library and Singapore Management University 
from December 1, 2007 to February 3, 2008.

Co-organised with the Health Promotion Board, OLE was run with 
close to 500 volunteers and visited by nearly 9,000 visitors who 
experienced the lives of a young girl named Beatrice from Zambia, 
Srey Mom from Cambodia, and Ah Hock from Singapore. Using 
audio, photos and props, OLE was both interactive and immersive, 
and designed to open people’s minds and hearts to the HIV/AIDS 
pandemic. 

Surveys revealed that the exhibit had helped dispel certain stigma 
and misconceptions about HIV/AIDS, particularly in relation to its 
transmission methods, and changed visitors’ perspectives and biased 
attitudes towards people living with HIV/AIDS. 

One Life Ambassador, Jaymee Ong, walked through the 
exhibit and experienced the journey of a HIV-affected child.

Nearly 9,000 visitors walked through the OLE and experi-
enced the lives of those affected by HIV/AIDS.

LIFE-CHANGING CHRISTMAS GIFT CATALOGUE 2007

World Vision Singapore compiled the needs of some 20,000 under-
privileged children from around the world into its annual Life-
Changing Christmas Gift Catalogue. Items included basic necessities 
such as hygiene kits with soap so that children can bathe and wash 
their clothes; blankets so that they are kept warm; and mosquito 
nets so that they can be protected from mosquitoes and diseases 
like dengue fever.

For Tippapha Chowyong from Bo Kleau Area Development 
Programme, Thailand, receiving a quilt couldn’t be more timely, as 
the winter months get very cold in Northern Thailand. Through the 
generous support of the donors, Tippapha and the other children in 
the community are kept warm, comfortable and happy.

Donations from World Vision Singapore supporters totaled 
$1,001,760.

Orphans and vulnerable children in the AIDS-devastated Lenkoane commu-
nity received new brick homes due to the generosity Singapore’s donors. 
Photo by Robert Coronado, World Vision.
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January to March 2008 

CHILD SPONSORS’ TRIP TO VIETNAM

A group of World Vision child sponsors and staff visited Phu 
Cu Area Development Programme (ADP) in northern 
Vietnam in January 2008. The ADP was started in 1999 and 
would achieve self-sustainability by 2011 – ahead of schedule 
as it has made good developmental progress. 

The sponsors and staff spent three days in Phu Cu, visiting 
six schools, one kindergarten, two handicraft centres, one 
health clinic and two families who shared their stories on 
how World Vision has benefited them. 

They also had the opportunity to meet their sponsored 
children and to spend time with them. For World Vision 
Child Sponsor, Tan Seck Kuan, the experience of meeting his 
sponsored child, Phi van Cuong, was transformational and 
priceless, as it was for the rest of the child sponsors as well.

From left to right: Laura Ho, World Vision Singapore staff, Van Cuong’s 
father, mother, sister and Child Sponsor Tan Seck Kuan. Photo by Jenny 
Teo, World Vision Singapore.
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Phu Cu ADP organises training courses on childcare for pregnant 
women, mothers and other caregivers in the district. These activities 
have reduced the overall malnutrition rate by 20% amongst children.
Photo by Ngan Kim Nguyen, World Vision Vietnam.

Attending training courses on maternal and childcare organised by 
World Vision have helped local caretakers change their childcare 
practices and improve children's health in the district. 
Photo by Ngan Kim Nguyen, World Vision Vietnam.
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CYCLONE NARGIS IN MYANMAR

Cyclone Nargis hit Myanmar on May 2, 2008, sweeping across two states 
and ravaging seven townships in the Ayeyarwaddy Division and one town-
ship in the Yangon Division. Up to 95% of the houses were severely dam-
aged, 84,547 lives were lost, and another 53,835 people were still missing 
as a result of Cyclone Nargis.

Within hours of the Cyclone, World Vision conducted rapid assessments 
and found that the urgent needs were for food, shelter, water and health 
services. Humanitarian assistance to the Nargis-affected areas were 
promptly provided from the second day of the disaster, upon invitation 
from the government to assist severely affected communities in the most 
affected townships in Yangon and Ayeyarwaddy Divisions.

The Cyclone Nargis Emergency Response programme was designed to 
reduce the immediate vulnerability of affected households and communities 
through: provision of food, non-food items and temporary shelters; 
improved access to water and hygiene supplies; improved access to health 
services and livelihood means; addressing protection and psychosocial 
needs of children; and ensuring accountability across all projects.

World Vision Singapore received and contributed US$750,000 to the relief 
and rehabilitation of Cyclone Nargis, and provided PUR water purification 
sachets to Nargis beneficiaries through its partnership with Procter & 
Gamble. Through the various interventions and assistance provided by 
World Vision’s Cyclone Nargis Emergency Response Team, 347,378 
people received help.

World Vision set up distribution centres to assist those 
who have lost their homes. Emergency items such as 
tents, cooking utensils, medication and food were distrib-
uted to thousands of people within the first week. 

U Mya Win, 58, lost 10 members of his 
family to Cyclone Nargis. He is left alone 
to care for his three grandchildren. World 
Vision is helping poor farmers like U Mya 
Win by providing farming machinery, 
seeds and tools.  

Child-friendly spaces were set up to help children 
overcome the trauma of the disaster and to offer 
comfort and counselling. Photo by Lay Htoo, World 
Vision.

PUR Water Purification Sachets from P&G gave the 
people of Myanmar access to clean water, which was 
essential to their survival. Photo by Khaing Min Htoo, 
World Vision.


